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Elder’s Advisory Circle

As we reflect on 25 years of AHSABC, I’m reminded of
Hands Back, Hands Forward, a teaching shared by Elder
and Knowledge Keeper Dr. Jo-Ann Archibald (Stóō),
passed down from Ancestor Vince Stogan (Musqueam):
we look back to honour those before us and carry their
teachings forward for those yet to come.

For 25 years, programs, educators, Elders, families, and
partners have worked together to create culturally
grounded spaces where Indigenous children are proud of
who they are. Children remind us every day of the
importance of connection, storytelling, learning, and joy. I
am grateful to everyone who continues to strengthen the
AHS circle as we carry this joyful work forward together.

Joan Gignac (Sagamok Anishnawbek)
Executive Director

“Creator gave teachings and ceremony to all the people.
One example is smudging– teaching the children to
smudge every day and be thankful for their spirit. It's full
of love, sâkihitowin.” 
- Uncle Don Campbell, Elders Advisory Circle

Diana Elliott (Cowichan Tribes and Hupacaseth FN)
shares guidance on our Elder’s Advisory Circle, and also
teaches Early Childhood Education at Vancouver Island
University. She explains that respect is woven into every
teaching she shares with students. 

Ground Blessing!
Celebrating another new AHS program being
built in 100 Mile House! In April 2026, Tsq̓ éscen̓
First Nation hosted a ground-blessing, gathering
community members, Elders, FN staff, and families,
language keepers.

Tami Archie, Early Years Senior Manager for
Tsq̓ éscen̓  First Nation (TFN) says, “This is powerful.
This is going to be a place that is the start of TFN
making our print in the 100 mile area.” TFN is a 30
minute drive out of 100 Mile House. Tami shares the
importance for teens going to town for high school,
knowing there’s a space for them, and feeling
heartened, seeing their young relatives at AHS. 

AGM Gathering

November 14-15 our AHSABC membership gathered
in Richmond at our 2025 AGM to share, listen and
celebrate 30 years of making a difference with
children, families, educators, and organizations in
AHS communities. We honoured outgoing board
members Zelda Williams and Leila Aubichon with the
new Lifelong Learner Awards, recognized Eileen Henry
(XaXe STELITKEL AHS) and Marlee Paterson (Island
Métis AHS) with the Ruth Henkel Memorial and Soaring
Eagle awards. We welcomed new board member Lisa
Rowein (Bonaparte FN), were heartened by drummer
Christopher Peal remembering his mentor Martin Adams
(Nisga’a), had our hearts opened by storyteller Monique
Gray Smith, and laughed ‘til we cried with storyteller
Richard Van Camp… while completing AGM business in
an efficient, heart-full way.

Huy ch q'u siem, Sulksun, Shane Pointe

Shane Pointe was a dear Uncle to AHSABC, as part of our
Elders Advisory Circle until his passing. He explained it’s
significant that AHS in BC started “when the last residential
schools shut down– and we started doing it for ourselves,” he
said. We will carry his memory and positive messages as a
guiding spirit in our continued work. 

https://www.ahsabc.com/elders/
https://www.moniquegraysmith.com/about
https://www.moniquegraysmith.com/about
https://richardvancamp.com/


Tools for Educators

From seasonal booklists, moon templates, to
policies & procedure guides, and more.

VISIT OUR RESOURCE PAGE

Spring Summer

Elder’s Advisory Circle Elder’s Message
Dena Carroll (Chippewa of Nawash) shares guidance on
our Elder’s Advisory Circle. Her work in Aboriginal policy
and services for the provincial government has spread
over three ministries: Health, Education, and Ministry of
Children and Families. 

“This is that day foretold long ago, when our children will
arise and awake. They will awake to the reality of the
sacred gifts that lie within the boundaries of their own
should and arise to use these gifts for the blessing,
benefit and healing of all humanity.” 
- Dr. Lee Brown, Elders Advisory Circle

Thank You!

Elder Sul’si’mus’tun also invited Nanaimo AHS programs
to his smokehouse, where young ones learned how he
cleaned the fish and prepared the smokehouse. The
children were intrigued and appreciated the return visit a
few days later, to taste the smoked fish!

A big huy ch q’u, kʷukʷstéyp, e’mote, kinanâskomitin
and maarsi to Sul’si’mus’tun Wayne Johnny
(Snuneymuxw), Rena Joe (Nlaka'pamux), Bradley Titian
(Tla’amin), Winston Wuttunee (Red Pheasant Cree) and
Linda Van Weiringen, Jessica Jarvis (Métis).

AHSABC has been hosting a
special set of Chef’s Calls,
and Cooking with the
Seasons workshops.
Highlighting Indigenous foods
and recipes, these cozy kitchen
calls share recipes, techniques,
stories and even songs.

ECE Sponsorships

AHSABC is sponsoring
passionate individuals connected
to AHS programs to complete
their ECEC certification — with
tuition, books, laptop, and living
allowance covered. More
information and application form
on our website resource page.

Celebrating growth!
In July 2026, the Dze L’Kant Friendship Society will
celebrate the completion of a new 37-space
childcare centre! Located in Houston, the program is
expected to start in September. The progress photo
above shares a sneak peek at the glowing art on walls!

Located beside Dze L’Kant Housing Society’s new
affordable Indigenous housing development, the project
helps strengthen community connections by bringing
together housing and early years supports in one shared
space.

Together, these projects reflect a shared commitment to
supporting Indigenous children, families, Elders, and
communities through safe, welcoming, and culturally
grounded spaces. Thank you to Capital Projects
Manager Barb McPherson, for all her good work!

Workshops

Indigenous Foods Resource 

AHSABC gathered and shared recipes, traditional food
teachings and preparations from programs across the
province.

EXPLORE PROGRAM RECIPES

Learn through
Active Play

Men’s Circle for
early years
educators

ASQ Sharing
Circle

Photography
Training

Workshop

https://www.ahsabc.com/resources/
https://www.ahsabc.com/resources/
https://www.ahsabc.com/resources/
https://www.ahsabc.com/elders/
https://dzelkant.com/houston-indigenous-childcare-centre/
https://dzelkant.com/news/dze-l-kant-housing-society-breaks-ground-on-41-unit-indigenous-housing-project-in-houston-bc/
https://www.ahsabc.com/recipes/
https://www.ahsabc.com/recipes/
https://www.ahsabc.com/recipes/

	ECE Sponsorships
	Celebrating growth!

